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Tier II Focused Intervention  

Tier II includes focused interventions for students who require a more targeted level of support.  

The research shows that 10-15% of students may require this level of support.  Tier II requires a 

qualitatively different evidence-based instructional program, approach or strategy, additional 

time for intervention and smaller group size.  The interventions may occur within or outside the 

classroom and the amount of time spent in Tier II is in addition to what is provided in Tier I.  For 

Tier II academic and behavioral supports, refer to the SSPT online resource Toolkit at 

http://sspt.lausd.net.   

 

At the tier II level of support, authentic assessment data informs instruction in the intervention 

and may include classroom observations, review of student work samples, performance on 

curriculum based measures, state assessment results, student-teacher conferences, and field 

notes, as well as standardized measures that are used in schools.  The SSPT should use the data 

as a means to identify targeted support for students (Chappuis, Stiggins, Chappuis, & Arter, 

2012). 

 

Four key features of Tier II intervention include:  
1. Supplemental resources to implement high-quality instructional strategies 
2. Targeted intervention at high levels of intensity (increased in duration and frequency of 

the intervention) 
3. Ongoing progress monitoring (e.g., formative/classroom assessment to monitor student 

response to intervention)  
4. Data-driven decision making 

 

Tier III Highly Targeted and Intensive Intervention 

Tier III is comprised of highly targeted and intensive interventions for a small number of 

students. Tier 3 instruction does not represent referral for special education or special 

education services. Tier III requires increased duration of the intervention, smaller group size, 

additional specialized and differentiated instruction, and evidence-based approaches with on-

going and frequent progress monitoring.  Research shows that 1-5% of students may require 

this level of support.  Students at the Tier III level of support require daily intervention, in 

addition to what is provided at Tier I and II.  Tier III services require effective levels of 

collaboration and coordination among the staff (general and specialized) providing services to 

the student.  Support at this level is provided by a highly qualified teacher, generally outside of 

the classroom setting (but not always) and may be of a longer duration 
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